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ABSTRACT:

Stability and Change in Mandaean Sabians Sect
Master degree thesis .

This thesis is aiming to investigate the nature of the social and
religious life of the Mendaean Sabians sect in Irag and its stability and

change .,

Who are the “Mandaeans Sabians” ?

The “sabian” is a word derived from the Aramaic —mandic verb
“saba” which means (baptised) or (dyed), (immersed in water)
“mandaeans” is derived from “menda” which means in the mandiac
lauguage (knowledge) .Thus , ‘mandaean sabians’ means those who are
baptized and who know the religion of God .

There are many aspects of the mandaean religion like :
Monotheism
Baptism
Praying
Fasting
Alms-giving

Mandaean sabians believe in God and (His monotheism)
God is called in their holy book and other religions sources, the great life
or the eternal life. Also, they believe that Adam was their first prophet
and teacher. Their second prophet was Sheet who is named “Shetel” in
Mandaiac; followed by Sam son of Noah and Yahya son of Zakarias
(John the babtisetd) .

The Mandaean Sabians have many holy books, the main holy
book is “Ginza Raba” (the great treasure) :

Which contains the book of Adam, Sheet and Sam. It consists of 600

pages and falls into two parts:

Part one: from the right hand, includes the book of Genesis ; the
teachings of the great life ,the everlasting struggle between
good and evil, light and darkness, it relates details of how the
“soul” came down into Adam’s body.

The book contains prayers to the creator and religious and theological

rules .
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Part two: from the left-hand deals with the soul, reward and punishment .

The second holy book is “Drasha id Yahia” which includes the
teachings and wise sayings of the prophet Yehia son of Zakarias, and also
there are many other books like “Kilesta” the hymns of marriage rituals
and “Niani” the book of prayers .

The Mandaeans direct their faces northwards while practising their
religious rites because “Alama id Nahawra” (the world of light)
(paradise) lies in that sacred place of the universe to which souls go when
the journey of life ends. There they enjoy immorality alongside their God.

Besides all of this, the Mandaean religion recommends alms giving
moral and material it recommends also the great fasting which means the
abstinence from anything that distorts man’s relation with his God, while
the small fasting means abstinence from slaughtering animals and eating
meat on certain days of the year. This religion stresses the importance of
marriage (including the marriage of the clergyman) marriage rites are
performed by the clergyman, attended by witnesses and a crowd of
people in a happy festivivities.

Mandaeans have been well known throughout history for their
interest in knowledge and literature. They were also well known in the
fields of astronomy and medicine. some of them were concerned with
history like :

Ibrahim bin Sinan: who was a famous engineer during the Abassid
period .

Al Butani: who was a mathematician and astronomer .

Abu Is’hak al-Sabi: Minister of letters during the Abassid era .

Thabit bin Qura: who was a physician philosopher and
mathematican during the Abassid era .

Sinan bin Thabit: who was the chief doctor in Baghdad during the
Abassid era .

The Mandaeans inhabit mainly in the southern towns of Iraq near
the river banks and the marsh regions. They have been there for hundreds
of years until 1950s when large scale imigration took place to the big
cities of Iraq such as Baghdad and Basra. This imigration drive brought
many changes in the social structure of the Mandaeans’ community and
also brought social changes upon the traditional central social leadership
and social forces .

In the 1980s, a big movement was born in the Mandaean
community, this movement is the search for a new identity. The religious
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cultural identy was born at this period, and we can see that in the new
command system which consists of:

The general council of the community: which involves
representation of Mandaen families or tribes. It is the general board of
the community.

The general spiritual council: Includes all clergymen concerned
with religious affairs.

The council of the general affairs: this council is concerned with
non-religious affairs of the community.

Since ancient times, the Mandaens have practiced certain
professions such as jewellery making which became their own trademark.
They practised other jobs such as smiths and carpentery and boat-
making.

The Mandaean community is part of the Iragi society. They have
shared with the Iragis their happiness and suffering especially from the
beginning of the embargo since 1990 and until now. The community
produced a large number of outstanding intellectuals, doctors, engineers,
professors, men of letters, artists, tradesmen and industrialists who
contributed actively to the development of Iraq.

Mandaean Sabians, being part of Iragi people, have taken part in all
the situations and problems that faced Irag through its history. They
presented sacrifices and martyrs for the sake of their homeland like any
other Iraqi sect. The Mandaens are still ready to defend their country and
are proud of their love for their homeland and its ancient civilization,
seeking to maintain its unity and territorial integrity .

This thesis is consisting of two main parts . The first is the theoretical
which comprises the following chapters : The first chapter which is
entitled The nature of the theories of religion and the attitude of
anthropology towards it .This chapter consists of two sections ,the first
section is dealing with the nature of the theories of religion , whereas the
second section considers the anthropological attitude towards the theories
of religion and its approach of studying religion .

- While the second chapter discusses the {scope of the research
methodology} and it falls into three sections ; the first section studies the
sStructural Ffunctionalism , where-as the second section deals with tthe
attitude towards history , and , the third talks about Eethno-—science
(Cognitive -Anthropology) ; and the importance of cultural structure .

The third chapter concentrates on the general meaning of
Sabian. —lit's first section investigates a historical tracing , in the second |
come through the ideas and thoughts of researchers on Sabians , while , in
the third section | give Pghysical Aanthropology study on Sabian race .
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The second main part of this thesis is the empirical part which consists
of six chapters and begins by the 4" chapter of the thesis.

Yet this chapter talks about the fields of investigation and the reality
of human Eecology.

Its first section gives an idea about the time and place of the empirical
study, while the second section focuses on the fieds and Eecology of the
Sabian sect , whereas the -

TFhe-second section pinpoints ea-the demographical characteristics.

The 5™ chapter talks about the religious system . lit falls into three
two sections ; Tthe first section pinpoints the lideology and world view,
whereas the second emphasizess on the hollies , and, the third illustrates
the religious clothes and festivals.

The 6" chapter deals with the religious rituals, and it falls into 5
sections; the first is the role of planets, water and angels - tFhe second is
fasting and praying, the third is baptism, the 4™ is the marriage rituals,
and, the 5" is the death rituals.

The 7" chapter studies the social structure; its first section talks about
the nature of social structure, the second entitled the marriage system,-
tThe 3ed is kingship system , while ,and the 4™ is social control system.

The 8" chapter discusses the economic system and it is classified into
threewo sections; the first deals with the economic activities in the
traditional ageras, yet the second deals with the careers in the traditional
era , yet the third talks about economic reality in the cities.

Finally,; tthe 9" chapter considers the social change; the first section
discusses the change in residences , whereas the second discusses the new
reality of social forces and leadership , the third discusses the change in
the status of women , while the 4™ section illustrates the change of

This in addition to the conclusions and recommendations.
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